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San Carlos honors e ——
car of . ith MURAL e
its sister aty w b TSR

at ArBias in San Carlos, and Omura-based  Personally and the relationships we share

new vibrant mural

Mayor from Omura, Nagasaki,

Japanese delegates visit city

By Ana Mata
DAILY JOURNAL STAFF

In a celebeation of friendship and
inter I llab . San Carlos
dedicated a vibrant mural on Sister City Lane
to the strong partnership witltits sister city
Ogvura in Nagasaki, Japan

On" Thursday, leaders and residents from
both cities gathered in front of the captivating
mural to honor the months of work put into
the public artwork that features California
poppies and cherry blossoms

“With this project, we have transcended
geographical boundanies to embrace cultural
exchanges that enrich our lives and deepen our
understanding of each other,” Jessica Yang, a
board member of the Community Foundation
of San Carlos, said

calligraphist Housui Sato. The pair spent
hours over Zoom planning a design that
captured the essence of both citics.

“Despite the distance, the hours of Zoom
calls and shared dedication beautifully
illustrate our shared values, history and
commonalites of our twoscites,” Mayor Sara
McDowell said.

Seki said the mural was designed to reflect
each city’s unique charm, and the shared
beautiful nature and rich histories, and hopes
it brings wamth to passersby

“Art can uplift the spirit and beautify the
space, but not only that, art can inspire and
connect people and community and culture,”
Seki said.

The munl was crafted to reflect the
friendship that has blossomed between the
two cities over years of collaboration and
cultural exchanges, McDowell said. Omura
Mayor Hiroshi Sonoda, delegates from the
city in Nagasaki, and Takumi Kuroiwa,
vice consul for Japan's Consulate in San
Francisco, were in attendance at the mural’s
dedication.

“This visit is a beautiful testament to the
enduring bond of friendship that connects our
two communities,” McDowell said.

Like the sister city relationship, public
art is “not only visually beautiful, but long-

between all of us,” Mueller said.

While there are many sister cities in
San Mateo County, Mueller noted that the
relationship between San Carlos and Omura
is 2 "deep and active” dynamic

“When I look at this mural, I think about the
children that will walk past it and think of a
larger world inspired by peace and friendship,
perhaps juxtaposed 5o differently than some
news stories they watch on TV," Mueller
said.

Part of the sister city relationship is a long-
standing cultural exchange program. High
schoolers from Carlmont reflected on their
experience participating in the program this
past year,

Ami Doag, 15, said hosting a student
from Omura at her home was a life-
changing experience, and Sachin Balfe, 17,
visited Omura as a program participant last
summer. Both students said the mural is a
long-standing reminder of their unique and
impactful experiences.

“This exchange program has clearly
provided thom with invaluable experience,”
Sonoda said in Japanese. “I am once again
reminded of the significance of this 13-year

sister city relatiopship.”
The ccldmf& ended with Sato giving

a large-scale calligraphy performance to
showcase the unique experience (o witness the

the fragrance of the ink
Although translations helped share the
speakers’ messages, the mural spoke 1o the

ANAMATADAI
Community members gather to celebrate the dedication of San Carlos'mural honoring
the partnership with sister city Omura, Nagasaki, Japan. In the front row, from left to
right, San Carlos Vice Mayor Pranita Veakatesh, muralist Yucali Seki, San Carlos Mayor
Sara McDowell, Omura Mayor Hiroshi Sonoda, calligraphist Housul Sato, Leonor Urbain,
president of the San Carlos Sister City Association, students Sachin Bulfer and Ami Dong.
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can all appreciate,” McDowell said

The mural is a collaboration between Bay standing,” Kuroiwa said beauty of riendship all on its own anagsndaijournal om &
. Supervisor Ray Muller, whose: distric K;Lﬂ‘;ﬁ:’ﬂf::m:::‘h;;;“’m‘f “Art is truly a universal anguage that we 650) 3445200 ext. 106

Arca-based artist Yucali Seki, who has a studio

includes San Carlos, spoke to the value of

9



(BIERDEHRD)
B2 AIIVORT, ik - Kidh 2 E 2 SEE EFR

AITAIZ7MT I NIVORAH T, RIBRANT & OHESHEREE ST DSEEDIRFEI
MTONFKUTz, BEEIIHITY —T « AN RE RN OB RIEFEBI/K KO HEHIE
T AUTAIZFIRE— DN mHOBARPIEDHERBLTVET,

MRYEIMR. BT V75V A IBAREHRESEDEIMECLEREL. L RDBEYRIE
DFERSZEZIRA LUz R TIIEREICL DR DBNPEEB/IN T A=Y I AETHON,
7—hERBUEEERSRD AN EEINEL .

4HHG B 16 H)

ORRXH:=
Apple #78E(CENFE T DARANDHLARERRKMEIT oIz, VI VN —DEFFERFYE
AR PAUNHEDBEREDENSANTT CORMDRRZ W ZZ<RESERDOTD
HEERDE VN ERIEELHRE RO,

—

5HBEG A 17 H)

Ot ARl 100 BEELS/\L—R

TPAUASULWA =T A—H SN/ \L—R T, R T 100 BFEZZEUA TV EKRFH
ENRITZ DTz, AR TIRERD John KICKD & BEEDZRWTAXUAT 100 BFEELDDIE
ASBEMKRERFD, EVWVIEEE o7

MBICIIRNE—A—ENHSEE. PEFVE T NELLESHRLGE<OTRNEETTE
ZIRDTHY . TP AV NDZBREZERUIZ/N\L—REBo T,

10



OBERKK 77—\ TA4—<Y R

100 BEELSANRNSTRKKDEEDEE/N T4V ANMEEINL PERDOTRS
ZLEFDEZEATHONE,

e OB U TAERNS, TUAIVORH., KR, ST RRREARFEDORR
[CXUERE Z W\ =WV,

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF SAN MATEQ COUNTY, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
RECOGNIZES AND HONORS THE

City of Omura

DATED: May 15,2025

DAVIDJ. c@‘:u. President
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